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James Rowe, Kim Fagerlund. 


Founded in 2004, the Victoria Street 
Newz welcomes written submissions 
including personal stories, inter- 
views, event reviews, cartoons, 
poetry, photographs, or artwork, but 
we can't guarantee everything will 
be published. We reserve the right 
to edit, and will not print anything 
libelous, racist, sexist, or homopho- 
bic. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, must 
include phone number or email (if 
possible, for confirmation) and may 
be edited for length. You can publish 
using a pseudonym, or anonymously. 


We are devoted to a triple bottom 
line philosophy - concerned about 
our environmental and social, as well 
as financial, well-being. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz team, by pondering the root 
causes of poverty, and by working 
for peaceful, non-violent change. 


Opinions expressed in this newzpaper 
are not necessarily those of Victoria 
Street Newz, the editors, advertisers, 
contributors, readers, or publishers. 
Please don't reprint without author's 
permission, and please credit the 
source, 


Victoria Street Newz is printed on 100% 
post consumer recycled paper with 
vegetable ink, at Web exPress Printing in 
Vancouver. 


Your written submissions are welcome. 
Please send them via e-mail, if 
possible, by the 1st Friday for the next 
month's issue. Street Newz is named 
monthly, but published mid-month. 
You can also mail or drop off articles, 
letters, or donations to our mailbox at 
Raincoast Business Centre: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P6 
streetnewz@islandnet.com 
250-383-5144 ext 0137 
relativenewz.ca 
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“Në Life is precious, isn’t it? 


Every day we open our eyes and emerge 
from some distant place and, alongside 
innumerable other morsels of energy that are 
constantly being newly born onto the planet, 
we move through another collection of 
moments together. 


is 
There are now over seven billion of we humans, and our 
population increases by about 1 per second (according to galen. 
metapath.org/popclk.html). We are each unique individuals, 
born completely helpless, brought into a world on the brink of a 
cataclysmic climate shift, struggling to make peace as profitable 
as war. No two beings are absolutely alike; we emerge from the 
collective cosmic energy and take shape as unique individuals, 


each striving to find adequate food, a warm place to sleep, and a 
chance to engage in ways that honour our creative potential. 


I thought about this while performing daily farm chores. 
Opening the securely locked chicken coop door each morning 
revealed a slow clucking parade of vibrant energy, each 
individual genetically predisposed to instinctively stretch its 
neck to peck at the mud, the ground cover in their large 
enclosure long ago fully cleared by this natural activity. At first 
glance they all seem the same, but on closer inspection each of 
these little feathery creations has its own personality. There’s 
one who chatters at me while I’m cleaning the coop in 
preparation for the next night, and the rooster who must 
complete his final fly-jump off the outside feed structure before 
he retires each evening. They’re each individuals, but their 
biological inclinations plus the natural environment they inhabit 
manifest as individual personalities. 


The two farm dogs are sisters, with a shared history of abuse, but 
their personalities are very distinct. One (the ballerina) is dainty 
and high-strung, she prefers her indoor post. The other (the 
plumber) is a solid but cautious outdoorsy type. They both follow 
me to the paddock each morning to relish in the fresh crop of 
horse dung. Like most canines they share a compulsion for these 
vegetarian offerings. I gather up four flakes of fresh hay, and the 
horses follow me to their day area. One of them is a bit pushier 
than the other, they’re both enthusiastic about their food, but 
neither has made any effort to harm me in any way. Such large, 
gentle creatures, I’ve known a few in my lifetime and again, like 
all the other animals I’ve met, they each have their own unique 
personality and, amazingly, they’re usually extremely gentle. 


We’re born, we live and eat, we die. In between we strive to 
express our individuality, we can’t help but do that. Our DNA 
defines us physically, and our society shapes us intellectually and 
emotionally, but still we evolve as uniquely creative individuals. 
Most of us are challenged by a society that prefers to lump us 
into generalized categories. If the dominant economic culture is 
“capitalism,” we’re encouraged to see each other as “workers,” 
“consumers,” or “owners.” We’re taught that our worth is 
intrinsically connected with the amount of wealth we can 
accumulate regardless of how we got that (the ends being said to 
justify the means), and that it’s important to display our 
socio-economic status. We’re told what is “work” and what 
isn’t, and if we don’t accept or qualify for or get the jobs the 
owners create then we’re called lazy and we could very easily 
end up homeless. If we’re poor or homeless or somehow 
disabled, we’re lumped into a category defined as “useless,” 
“disposable,” and we’re often ignored or worse, abused. 


In late 2013 council members in Columbia South Carolina 
unanimously voted to pass a bylaw that would render their 
approximately 1600 homeless people illegal. These were to be 
banned entirely from being in the downtown by a process of con- 
sistent removal. They were to be rounded up and transported to 
a 240 bed “shelter” that they would be unable to leave except by 
private shuttle. Councilman Runyan, who devised the scheme, 
explained his position: “We have to understand that the only 
cure for poverty is commerce ... if poverty is left unchecked, it 
will destroy commerce. So we’ve got to protect commerce to 
have a response to poverty.” Luckily, people protested, including 
interim police chief Ruben Santiago who absolutely refused to 
cooperate, and the bylaw was rescinded. “Homelessness is not a 
crime,” Santiago stated. “We can’t just take people to somewhere 
they don't want to go. I can’t do that. I won't do that.” 


In Utah, homelessness has been reduced by 74 per cent over the 
past eight years — not by rendering homeless people illegal, but 
by providing them ... wait for it ... housing! “In 2005, Utah 
calculated the annual cost of E.R. visits and jail stays for an 


average homeless person was $16,670, while the cost of 
providing an apartment and social worker would be $11,000” 
(www.nationswell.com). As of December 2013, 2000 people 
have left the streets, and Utah is on track with their plan to 
eradicate homelessness, but not the homeless, altogether by 2015. 


Innovative philanthropists in Detroit have launched the 
“Write-A-House” project to provide homes for novelists, 
journalists, and poets. They’ve begun with the purchase of three 
foreclosed houses that will be renovated by youth who want to 
learn carpentry skills. From their website: “Through vocational 
training, we are giving kids job skills that will provide them with 
a self-sustaining future. Through home renovation, we are 
creating more stable and positive neighborhoods. Through our 
support of writers, we are creating a more vibrant literary arts 
scene in Detroit. And we’re giving writers homes.” 


It’s a different story for low-income neighbours in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside (DTES). Mayor Gregor Robertson’s vague 
election promise to end street homelessness by 2015 is now 
conflicted with the city’s ranking as one of the least affordable 
cities in the world, second only to Hong Kong (according to the 
10th annual Demographia International Housing Affordability 
Survey released in January). Perhaps ironically, residents of 
North America’s second largest Chinatown, also located in 
Vancouver’s DTES, are also hurting. King-mong Chan, writing 
in the Downtown East, explains that “gentrification not only 
affects one’s housing but also impacts one’s access to food and 
low-income shops. Members of the DTES Chinese community 
regularly shop at low-income shops such as Sunrise Market and 
Army & Navy. As various areas of the DTES face redevelopment 
pressures, the continued existence of such shops for the 
low-income community are in jeopardy. Further, as gentrification 
continues to cause the low-income community to pay an 
increasingly larger portion of their already meager incomes 
toward shelter due to ever rising rents, the need for charity will 
continue to increase. This would mean even longer food-lines, 
even for seniors, or not enough food.” 


Residents of the DTES are being pushed out of the city. In the 
March edition of Street Newz we revealed a possible solution 
under consideration in Abbotsford. But on February 18th, 
Mayor Bruce Banman cast the deciding vote against proceeding 
with a 20 bed facility that was to be built collaboratively by BC 
Housing and Abbotsford Community Services (ACS). Fifteen 
million provincial dollars had already been earmarked for the 
project, but the mayor sided with the Downtown Business 
Association and the Chamber of Commerce, who opposed the 
initiative from the start. Sean Condon, editor of Vancouver’s 
street newspaper The Megaphone, explains that “homeless count 
trends show homelessness will rise in Abbotsford, just as it will 
across the suburbs. Abbotsford has to start accepting this reality, 
and plan to accommodate the homeless instead of violently 
pushing them away.” 


We can call them “the homeless,” but each one remains a unique 
individual who was born into a society that celebrates birth (even 
at 7 billion and counting). No doubt we’ve each experienced 
some form of abuse, some of us more than others, but UI bet we 
all have memories of happy birthdays and other joyous moments 
when our individuality was acknowledged and celebrated. 

Sadly, capitalist society doesn’t have much time for us when 
we're older and less cute, especially if we’re poor, unemployed, 
disabled, or homeless. 


We each walk our own path and, depending on the circumstances 
of our birth and the opportunities life hands us, we end up in 
various places, grouped alongside others who share similar 
lifestyles. But don’t we all deserve dignity and respect 
throughout our lives? Let’s not forget that we are all living on 
land stolen from diverse peoples whose cultural values were 
quite different from those espoused by the capitalist class. The 
original inhabitants of BC did not willingly surrender the land 
and water that had sustained them for countless generations to 
the white imperialists, and neither should we surrender our 
neighbourhoods to the neo-imperialistic power of commerce. In 
Detroit and Utah there’s an effort to acknowledge and support 
the power of creativity that dwells within each individual. 
Maybe we can embrace the competitive spirit that capitalism 
encourages, and use it to build something even better. 

Janine is the founder and co-ordinator of the Street Newz. That means she 
collects articles, builds this newspaper, sends it to the printer, writes grant 
applications, balances the books, updates the website, puts subscriptions 

in the mail, responds to email and phone correspondence ... and she’s been 
doing all that for 10 years. With this issue she says Happy Birthday, unique 
and independent Street Newz, too bad there's still poverty and homelessness. 
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Envirowatch: BC and Beyond 





earth newz 
Beyond the Index: Life in Fragile Times 


by C. L. Cook by Don Startin 


It's the first day of March, 2014. I mention it because the speed and breadth of change swirling At this time our struggle is on three fronts: The Fort St John area of the BC 
around us may make this column entirely antiquated by the time your eyes fall upon it. In the last | Peace River Valley, The Klappan area of the Sacred Headwaters near Deas 
week of February, I heard the title phrase, carried on the ether by either the CBC or Democracy Lake, and The Unis’tot’en Territory south of Houston. 

Now, referring to the current air “quality” over Beijing as being, “Beyond the Index.” 


In all three we are in support of and working with our First Nations brothers 
That is to say; the air is of such low, or no, quality there exists no rating benchmark for it, but to | and sisters, so some thoughts on getting along with them may be in order. 


say it exceeds our worst-case expectations. Those of us who are young and fit enough to take part in blockades will 
I expect any day now, if it hasn't happened already, BTi will be all over the textosphere, used by | doubtless be mixing with elders who went to residential school. I listened 





key-tapping youngsters to describe all manner of superlative events and situations. Doubtless without comment when the topic was discussed. A hug just might be in order, 
soon to be followed by breathless reports on staid Old Media platforms like the CBC, with a plus a low key acknowledgement that you were listening with attention. The 
desperate-to-keep-pace Anna Maria Tremonti perhaps relating to her listeners: “BTi has become | Wounds left by these schools will take several generations to heal. 

the new OMG!” One recent book could be perused: The Inconvenient Indian by Thomas King. 


It is on my reading list, and has won eleven literary awards to date. I 
understand it is guaranteed to elicit sorrow, rage, and laughter. It will hopefully 
give us insight into the enigmatic quicksands of first nations/settler relations. 


LOL, that’s totally awesome! 


Sadly, it's not just Beijing’s shockingly poisonous air that’s gone BTi, (I imagine what birds 
remain there simply falling like feathered stones from the unseen depths of the orange miasma 


above, surrendering flight to China’s inevitable economic miracle) neighbouring Japan has too | Also highly acclaimed is a novel by Joseph Boyden called The Orenda. It 
left the index in its own way, (as is its wont). covers the wars between the Hurons and the Iroquois, and their interaction 


with the French during the 17th century. It is the third novel in a trilogy which 


Reports in the last month confirmed what many have been saying over the last three years about goes backwards through time. 


the dire and seemingly unaddressable nuclear disaster continuing in Fukushima: “OMG!!!” I A 
However, for me the place to start is Ishi in Two Worlds by Theodora Kroeber. 


In 1911, at the town slaughterhouse of Oroville, Northern California, a 
bizarrely dressed and starving first nations man was found. He spoke no 
English, and nobody could speak his language. He was taken into protective 
But, the fates of the Fukushima Daiichi plant reactors is not currently top of mind for Japan's custody by the sheriff, and became an instant celebrity. A university professor 
ruling claque. No, president Abe and his fellow party members are less worried about the China | was summoned from Stanford University who ascertained that Ishi was the 
Syndrome in their back yard than they are busy katana-rattling with the People’s Republic over | last surviving member of the Yahi nation, who were a sub group of the Yana 
first grabs at rumoured sea-bed energy riches to be had in the South China Sea. To that end, Abe | nation of Northern California. Ishi was taken to the university where he lived 
has steered Japan's “Self-Defense Force” towards what looks a lot like the morning after for the | for several years until he passed away. 

next Empire of the Rising Sun. 





Millions more gallons of water poured over the melting reactors has “leaked” into the 
environment (where else?) as radioactive waste, with little chance of stopping the toxified 
millions more needed to keep the Daiichi meltdown cool(er) from doing the same. 


Ishi must have been one of the most intensively studied individuals in 
Nearer to home, Canadian apathy has too eclipsed the indices of rationality. In Alberta, (better anthropology. The way he thought about white men and other first nations is 


known as Mordor without the weather) happily supine people are perfectly sanguine with the most insightful. We think he was an aristocrat. Certainly the way he coped with 
prospect of placing the entirety of the nation’s economic future in the single basket of a tar sands | his difficult circumstances demonstrates that he was what Confucius would 
expansion that will, should it fulfill its five-fold promise, as well as guarantee the ruination of have called “a superior man.” You must come to terms with Ishi for yourself. 


the boreal forest ecosystem across the north, broaden burgeoning First Nation’s cancer alleys; all | Try to get the illustrated hard cover edition, the photography is superb. 
while liberating enough CO2 to spell the end of all creatures dependent on a climate within the 


A We folks in the struggle attend pep rallies and demonstrations. We write to 
parameters enjoyed for the last 150,000 years or so. 


editors and politicians. We join associations, and are on email lists, but as 

A humorous aside on this: Friend Dave Lindorff, a long-time investigative reporter from the US, | Subcommandante Marcos of Chiapas said,” Nothing much seems to change.” 
writing in his recent series at WhoWhatWhy.com about what life in Florida is likely to resemble | The polluting, nature crushing capitalist juggernaut just crashes blindly on; in 
in the not-too-distant future says; it will not be good for fresh-water alligators, but the brackish | BC led by crazy Christy on her white horse, voted into office by voters who 
water-loving, tree-climbing crocodiles will thrive. put jobs before the well being of our earthly home. 


I heard, since last contributing to Street Newz, that oyster and scallop farmers 
are getting very poor returns due to the high acidity of the sea water off our 
coast which is killing the oyster and scallop larvae. This got the attention of 
the media in spades because 300 unfortunates got laid off from a scallop farm. 
This is really sad because oysters and scallops feed by siphoning the water 
through their digestive systems, and are environmentally friendly. Sadly, they 
Believe it or not, the big plan by leader, Christy Clark is to build a massive dam on the Peace are also the canaries in the coalmine telling us it’s time to stop producing high 
River, (flooding thousands of hectares of Class 1 and 2 farmland in the process) to provide carbon fuels. Do write to the talking heads about this. 

power to the “LNG” (fracked gas) industry, to 7 


Tree-climbing crocodiles; if that’s not BTi to the max, then I just don’t know. 


But it gets even crazier in B.C., (perhaps a better tourist come on than “Super Natural British 
Columbia”), where fracking has taken the place by storm, and few, if the corporate/state media 
there is to be believed, seem to give a damn. “Bring it on, and over, the index!” cries premier 
Clark in eighteen point print. 


In order to learn tranquility, as I suggested 
in February, may I suggest that when you 
en route to Super Ports built at the apex of do your meditation this month consider this 
deep E GN LG | Ce How do e from SE 

wein A =| = “I am part owner of the planet,” to “How 
moment). China-bound Super Tankers are K AN ot veer i % = ! 4 - can I become part of the planet?” which I 
there to be laden and, should they emerge the he. "Sec ës understand is how many of our First 
ee Geer eege to SE Nations brothers and sisters look at things. 
some of the most treacherous coastal waters 
the World has to offer without incident. Tar 
Sands Super Tankers will too be traversing 
the same narrow, storm-prone waterways. 
What could possibly go wrong? OMG!>BTi! 


I don’t know what feasibility window Christy 


We end with good news. The federal 
government has turned down the Taseko 
New Prosperity Gold/Copper Mine for the 

| second time. It was interesting to hear the 
“disappointment” expressed by the BC 
Minister of Mines, the Conservative MP for 


Clark, or the People’s Republic of China, or 
Japan’s Abe mob are operating under, but it 
seems to me we’re running out of time here; 
and, a beyond those index marks are 

departures we can’t Le 


the area, and Taseko’s CEO. It looks as if 

Taseko will appeal. In the meantime we are 
glad for Chief Roger Williams and the Xeni 
Gwet'in First Nation, who won't have their 
sacred lands 


d expect to get away desecrated. 
with much longer. ; Don Startin is 
| Chris Cook hosts the Visit unistotencam oo to views, \ an activist and 

l weekly public affairs P- gardener, an ex- 
program, Gorilla this interactive map of pipe lines,* g military man who 
Radio, (celebrating tarsands, fracking “ees "Se currently lives a life 
15 years broadcasting resistance to these thinas. nl with 
from CFUV 101.9FM) T Kr bn, of simplicity w ith 
and also serves as his wife in Victoria, 
managing editor at 1 B.C. 





PacificFreePress.com. 
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CCAP Report: Results of Gentrification on Vancouver's Downtown Eastside 


The Carnegie Community Action Project (CCAP) 
Annual Hotels and Housing Report reveals that 2013 has 
been a terrible year for 5|000 Downtown Eastside 
(DTES) residents who are homeless or living in sub-par 
SRO hotel rooms and in need of decent housing. 


month or more, which is completely out of the reach of 
people on welfare, disability or basic Pension.” 


While 236 rooms were lost to unaffordable rents, only 8 
new units of self contained welfare rate housing opened 
this year. 

Every year, the Carnegie Community Action Project 
(CCAP) goes door to door in privately owned and run 
Single Room Occupancy (SRO) hotels to determine rents 
and vacancies. This year, CCAP also examined the 
impact of the proposed Local Area Plan on low-income 
DTES residents. 


The report, titled “No place to go: Losing affordable 
housing and community,” shows that DTES residents 
have to pay more of their limited income for an SRO 
room in despicable condition if they want to remain 
housed in their neighbourhood. 


SRO Landlords are also excluding people on welfare 
with targeted advertising and discriminatory application 
methods. Online ads boasting “classy neighbours,” 
application processes that demand LinkedIn profiles and 
criminal record checks are examples of some barriers 
that stand between low-income DTES residents and SRO 
room rentals. 


“The future doesn’t look much better,” said CCAP 
researcher Tamara Herman. “The proposed Local Area 
Plan (LAP), which will set the future of the DTES for 
the next 30 years, won’t protect hotel room residents 
from higher rents or eviction by high rents. It won’t 
provide enough new self-contained social housing to 
solve the DTES housing crisis. Furthermore, because the 
draft LAP will encourage thousands of new condos and 
market rental units, the unique assets of the DTES 
low-income community are at risk.” 


The State of Family Poverty in BC 


When MP James Moore asked a Vancouver reporter whether governments have an obligation to ensure 
kids don’t go to school hungry, his comments were rightly criticized by Canadians across the country as 
callous and cruel. 


“We found that at least 236 more rooms were lost to 
low-income people this year because their lowest rents 
increased to $425 or higher,” said Rory Sutherland, one 
of the report’s authors. “There were no vacancies at the 
welfare shelter rate of $375. We also found that 14 hotels 
with 614 rooms are renting all their rooms for $500 a 


They were also incorrect; the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, as well as international human 
rights treaties that Canada has committed to uphold, require governments to protect our rights to equality, 
life, and security of the person, and to do everything they can to ensure an adequate standard of living for all. 


When Mr. Moore added that Canada has never been wealthier as a country than we are right now, he 
unintentionally underlined the vast inequality that exists in our society. Our governments have failed to 
ensure that our nation’s great wealth results in, at the very least, students arriving at school with nourishing 
food in their bellies, ready and able to learn. 


It’s worth considering the way inequality plays out for BC families. BC’s abysmal child poverty rates 

— among the worst in the country for a decade — mean that one out of every five children in BC is living in 
poverty. That’s 153,000 kids — enough to fill the stands at a Canucks’ game eight times over. Certain 
families are hit especially hard. First Nations, immigrant, and racialized families, as well as families with 
children with disabilities, tend to be especially poor. Astoundingly, half of all children living in families 
headed by single mothers are poor, the highest rate for any family type in the province. Single mothers and 
their children live an average of $9,000 below the poverty line. 





Poverty among single mother-headed families arises from a number of factors, not least of which is the 
difficulty single moms face finding quality, affordable child care that allows them to sustain paid 
employment. Though they need a full-time income to support their families, many single mothers are 
forced to work part-time due to the lack of available or affordable child care spaces. Additionally, Canadian 
studies show that women’s hourly wages are still lower than men’s, and that women with children earn less 
over time than childless women, particularly if they are single. These realities for working moms — and the 
impacts on their children — underline the need for policies that better support working families, including 
lone parents, and the need to reduce gender inequality in paid work. 


One policy that actively undermines parents’ ability to support their children is the clawback of child 
support payments. When a single parent on social assistance receives child support from the child’s other 
parent, the government takes that money away from the child, clawing back the entire amount from the 
family’s social assistance cheque. Canadian law says that child support is the right of the child, not the 
parent. However, the provincial government is depriving children of their right to support and essentially 
pocketing money intended for some of the most vulnerable children in the province. 


Social assistance rates in BC are already incredibly low and haven’t risen since 2007, despite the rising 
cost of living. As a result, families on welfare struggle to survive on incomes that are well below the 
poverty line. Tens of thousands of BC families are forced to rely on food banks and other forms of charity 
to feed and clothe their children. Yet food banks struggle to meet their communities’ need for healthy and 
nutritious food, nearly 13% of British Columbians experience food insecurity, and teachers are dipping into 
their own pockets to ensure students have at least something to eat during the school day. 


Vast amounts of research demonstrate the toxic role poverty plays in undermining healthy childhood 
development, as well as the huge additional costs in health care, education, the justice system and lost 
productivity we are already paying by allowing poverty rates to remain so high. We all do better when 
families are supported to provide a healthy and nourishing environment for children. 


Most British Columbians don’t share Mr. Moore’s dismissive view that we have no collective responsibil- 
ity for the well-being of our communities’ children. 80% of British Columbians agree that the widening 
income gap is a serious problem for Canada that will have long-term consequences for society, and 87% 
think the Premier and Prime Minister should set concrete targets and timelines for reducing poverty. 


Yet, despite having the highest poverty rate in Canada, BC is now one of only two provinces left without a 
poverty reduction plan. Now Family Day’s over, we need real action on family poverty. 


Laura Track is the Legal Director for West Coast LEAF; Adrienne Montani is the Provincial Coordinator of First Call: BC 
Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition; Trish Garner is the Organizer of the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition. 






YEZSOS 


supervised consumption services IN VICTORIA BC 


The yes2scs campaign is comprised of health care profession- 
als, researchers, community activists, social workers, and 
individuals committed to social justice and public health. 


We believe that with the help of dedicated change makers 
such as yourself working together, we can set the ground for 
SCS in Victoria. To make this vision a reality, we are looking for 
people to: 


e Sign petitions and get others to do the same 


e Write letters to media and elected officials, and encourage 
others to do the same 


e Work with our team to organize events (fundraising, 
educational, etc) 


e Become a community advocate and bring people together in 


The CCAP report summarizes academic research on the 
impacts of social mix on low-income people. “Research 
worldwide is consistent with our own findings that assets in 
low-income communities include a strong sense of commu- 
nity, a feeling of belonging and of not being judged, and 
being in a place where there is empathy for people with 
health and addiction issues,” said Herman. “These assets 
help people deal with the challenges of poverty and 
discrimination. Other places where people are displaced to 
won't have these advantages for low-income people.” 


The report recommends that the City change 1ts DTES 
Local Area Plan to require 5000 new units of self-con- 
tained social housing that people on welfare and 
disability can afford within 10 years. It calls for the City 
to require problem slumlords to accept non profit 
management as a condition of their business license. 
The Province should raise welfare rates substantially and 
build 1000 units of self contained social housing a year 
for 5 years. The federal government should fund a 
national housing program that would build 10,000 units 
of social housing a year in BC. 


The report is available online at ccapvancouver wordpress. 
com/2014/02/17/ccap-2013-hotel-and-housing-report. 


A Third Annual 


Creatively United for the Planet 
Arts wi Sustainability Festival 
(for Earth Day) 
will be held April 25 + 26 
at St. Anns Academy 


creativelyunitedfortheplanet.org 


your neighbourhood 


e Participate in social media and help raise the awareness in 
your community 


e Help organize for a Campaign launch later this year 


We are asking you to contribute a few hours a month towards 
the above tasks, but please feel free to do as much or as little 
as you can. Our aim is to find a place for everyone who wants 
to support the establishment of supervised consumption 
services in Victoria. 


For more information visit the website - www.yes2scs.ca or 
write to yes2scs@gmail.com 
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Where do you go in the dead of winter when you’re on the street 
without a home? To outflow vents at the back of buildings or ATM 
bank lobbies? Maybe you’d prefer a tent somewhere in the bush 
where it’s a safer place to sleep. 


A 2011 Homeless Survey indicated there were about 200 people 
living on the street in the Upper Fraser Valley; 87 in Abbotsford 
and 75 in Chilliwack. These are the visible ones. In reality the 
numbers are likely much higher. 


Ward Draper, a pastor with 5 and 2 Ministries in Abbotsford, and 
his associate Jeff Gruban, who founded a group called the FV 
Atheists and Skeptics and Humanists, think they have part of the 
solution to the homeless issue. Last fall, Draper and Gruban 
announced they’ve been building 6.5’ plywood sleeping units for 
distribution to people without homes free of charge. It’s a 
precedent setting program called the DREAM Project; Dignity, 
Respect, Equality, Action and Meaning. The wheeled units cost 
about $200 to build and each comes with a window, vents and a 
shelf inside. 


Draper told The Voice in a phone interview that he has plans to roll 
out at least another 40 off the assembly line over the winter. 
Draper, who refers to his clients as “friends”, says he plans to give 
them out at no charge. 


Through his ministerial work, Draper knows what people on the 
mean streets deal with daily. He says this is an idea whose time has 
come and that his mini homes will save health care dollars and 
provide a more secure place to sleep. “This way you’re not in a 
tent when the rains come or it snows, you’re not having to deal 
with everything getting soaking wet because you’re off the ground. 
You have a waterproof roof, you’ve got walls that don’t absorb 
water,” explains Draper. 


“T ve got friends in tents that are getting pneumonia, bronchitis, 
lung infections and flu and colds, and compounding other health 
issues because they’re not even just warm,” said Draper. “It’s 
nothing overly dramatic, it’s just a better sleeping situation and gets 
you off the ground, let’s get you warm and dry.” 


“We can’t wait the 5 years for another housing project that gets 
shut down. We don’t have a lot of immediate ways to address this, 
so this is one small step.” 


But you can’t have dozens of people toileting around those types of 
camps without risking illness like cholera and dysentery. So once a 
location is established there will also be a need for proper toilets 
and pay showers. “This is when the City has to say, lets put some 
septic areas here or something like that.” 


Sleeping outside always comes with inherent risks. Draper says his 
units are safer than tents. “You’ve seen in news stories where 
someone is in their tent and someone comes and starts kicking them 
in the head. It’s going to be a lot harder trying to get through plywood. 
So there’s going to be an increased level of comfort and security.” 


Draper wants his units are part of the solution to homelessness not 
part of the problem. 


Draper is excited about a connection his ministry made with a 
group in Nevada called Sierra Roots who built 40 similar sleeping 
units. “After 2 or 3 years, they have 26 that are still in active use 
and their program is doing well,” he said. 


Sometime down the road, Draper envisions converting steel 


shipping containers into living quarters. “This is just one more step | 


down the road into getting more stable, secure housing for the 
people on the streets in our community and hopefully it catches on 
in other cities,” said Draper. 


This article originally appeared in The Valley Voice (thevalleyvoice.ca) and is 
republished with permission. 
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Reverend Al’s Offerings 


It is mysterious, perhaps a miracle 
but often the gifts I offer to my 
Street family are turned upside 
down and become the gifts I 
receive. 


Every morning at 5:00 am, as most 
of you know, I am on the Street 
serving the homeless, the addicted 
and the mentally ill. They are weak 
and are crying out for the human 
touch, for a listening ear, for 
understanding and acceptance. Yet 
as strange as a miracle can be the 
gifts I offer turn out to be the most 
important gifts I receive in my life. 
When I let myself be really touched 
by the gift of their presence, they 
give me something precious, a piece 
of themselves that lives in my heart. 


I sat on the sidewalk beside a 
homeless man that I know quite 
well. He was looking so depressed 
and so lonely. We sat in silence for 
quite a while before he asked a 
very theological question: What is 
God to you? The question was 
deep and it has been asked 
throughout history by the greatest 
theologians and volumes of books 
have been written on the question 
by much smarter men and women 
than me. Yet from somewhere deep 
within me these words flowed from 
my mouth “Well I do not see God 
sitting on a throne looking down 
from heaven, judging all of us. I 
see a loving God, a forgiving God, 
for me God is within men and 
women; within our hands, our 
hearts, our eyes and our actions. I 
see God in the trees, in the animals, 
in the fish and in mother earth that 
holds us tenderly. I remember 
holding an old homeless man in the 
back of an alley as he passed away 
years ago now but I will never 
forget his eyes. Every time he 
opened his eyes it was as if Christ 
was looking at me. I see God in 
you, I concluded. We sat in silence 
for a little while longer before he 
stood up and then I stood up beside 
him. We embraced and he walked 
away without saying a word as the 
question still lingered in the air, 
“What is God to you?” 


Here is a word of wisdom to all of 
you outreach workers from this old 
dinosaur. If we remain at the level 
of ‘doing’ something for people or 
to people; if we do not let go of our 
power, if we stay behind our 
barriers of authority and superiority 
we will miss this miracle that is 
offered to us so freely. We will be 
unable to welcome the gifts of the 
poor that are given to us with open 
empty hands. 
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Topaz 


What a difference a park can make! 


by cyann ray 


I’ve mentioned Topaz Park in several past articles and there is a 
reason for that. I’m a dog lover (and dog owner) and it is a dog 
paradise! It’s easy to overlook the mud soup that permeates much of 
the field, and its general location surrounded by busy Quadra/ 
Finlayson and the Blanshard “highway.” 


Parks and green spaces are significant parts of any city. So many of 
us live without yards of our own and it’s important we have some 
place to go that isn’t concrete, even if we’re not dog owners! People 
need to recreate, run around on the grass, picnic in the fresh outdoors 
and play ... whatever that entails. 


Parents need swings and slides for their little ones, and dog owners 
need off-leash areas for their “babies.” Dogs cannot be effectively 
exercised or socialized while tethered to a leash. It’s hard to believe 
that here in Victoria, a city with a global reputation of being green 
and fresh and devoted to the great outdoors, there are so few areas 
where dogs can legally play. 


For the last 5 years I lived in a beautiful, ocean side neighbourhood 
that was full of dogs. Surprisingly, it was illegal to play/socialize 
with a dog just about everywhere. Most James Bay dog owners rely 
on their cars to meet their dog’s needs. Some were able to walk to the 
Dallas Road dog park, but I suspect that most dog owners who enjoy 
that magnificent area, drive there. 


I don’t drive ... so I had to move. And I returned to a neighbourhood 
that I knew was dog-friendly as I lived here before with my old dog, 
Slick. 


Topaz Park is huge. Plenty of room for all sorts of outdoor goodness. 
(Plenty of parking too). For dog owners ... it is a twice-daily ritual of 
socializing ... and the dogs have a great time too! Dogs who get to 
run free with other dogs are happier and more predictable than those 
that don’t. And happy dogs means happy dog owners! 


Gone is the guilt of not being able to meet my dog’s physical and 
social needs. And while leaving the ocean “backyard” and all the 
quaint heritage homes, tree-lined, quiet streets, fragrant gardens and 
sunsets on the beach was tough to do, I am grateful to be back in my 
old 'hood. 


Parks build community and communities strengthen neighbourhoods 
making cities more human. These days it seems much of the 
“human” component of cities gets pushed aside for more parking, 
more commerce, more concrete. As trees get chopped and deer get 
culled, cities change shape. 


Topaz has changed over the years too. Much of the shrubbery has 
been cut back so that “urban campers” (aka the homeless) are less 
likely to settle in. It’s sad that Victoria still hasn’t addressed our 
affordable housing shortage, but that’s another story. 


I moved to meet my dog’s needs and by doing so, I am meeting my 
own needs ... my need for a content dog. Some might say that 
owning a dog is a luxury ... certainly not a necessity. Many of our 
“street” community own dogs and some might say it’s irresponsible 
to take on another mouth to feed when you’re struggling to feed 
yourself. But some of us need dogs. 


Dog ownership is certainly a responsibility and, if you plan on doing 
it right, they can be a lot of work and expense. I understand that the 
companionship and protection dogs offer is invaluable to those who 
struggle with secure housing. What I don’t understand is why it’s so 
difficult to find a decent place to live if you have a dog. 


Studies have proven that people live longer, healthier, happier lives if 
they share them with a furry friend. And dogs have been sharing their 
lives with humans for centuries. We belong together. And we need 
parks to play in. 


Recent attention has been given to the lack of tennis courts in our city 
parks. And there has been publicized debate over removing a large 
chunk of green space to accommodate tennis players. Topaz has a 
tennis court which has been fenced off rather than maintained. I 


.| know park space must be shared by all who want to use them, but 


I’m on the side of keeping them green, literally, rather than paving 
them over for tennis. 


I wish the dog owning community had a louder voice with which to 
emphasis our needs to city council. None of my letters to council 
regarding the lack of off-leash areas, or the bully mentality of the 
city-hired by-law enforcement officers, have been effectively answered. 


I dare say that Victoria is not that dog-friendly, but I have settled into 


sige a neighbourhood that makes both me and my dog smile! 








Victoria Street Newz 
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My Heart Aches With Dreams And Visions 


Joy and suffering are a part of life. Unnecessary pain and 
suffering suck our joy as a result of Imperialist System 
current. We use various distractions besides the many 
“prescribed for pain” medications like: entertainment 
such as sports, music and film, refined sugar, cannabis, 
herbal remedies, grandma’s concoctions, and so on in 
daily routines in order to have less pain. We come up 
with new personal methods to avoid suffering of all 
kinds. Suffering created by the very system we hold up 
by working the jobs offered. Since this colonial system is 
wrought with dumb ass shit that drives us mad and also 
hands out pain like morning coffee, “system” has much 
unnecessary suffering. We are born learning how to 
avoid natural life’s cycles like death and kept ignorant 
about unnecessary suffering and its long term Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder side affects which are thrust 
upon us at birth. Generationally we hold up this system 
that causes so much unnecessary pain and suffering. 


Makes us mad which could bring change, if only we 
knew, since education system teaches us many 
conquerors’ lies, this system creates insanity. 


I believe all humans have dreams and visions of a better 
world, especially as youth. These dreams are unattain- 
able within system. Dreams are co-opted into jobs. If 
and when dreams are made attainable, its because of 
sheer determination and then, afterwards they are 
co-opted by sick system and many are left devastated 
wondering “how or why?” 


One educative event helped me in my life in my early 
thirties: Anti oppression 101. I now understand it to be 
decolonization re-education. CTEHV (Committee to 
End Homelessness Victoria) are currently finishing a 
training session this week. We will be offering anti 
oppression trainings on a regular basis to any group or 
individuals interested. 


Here is one of a hundred examples of why 
decolonization is needed like in Harm Reduction: They 
say heroin is addictive (true) and that it’s why folks get 
so messed up on it. I disagree. It is my belief that this 
system is what messes people up. If the police chased 
you around all day because of your choice of pain 
medication, what do you think your life would be like? 
What if heroin works for you and nothing else does? 
You are considered a criminal. Cannabis is also made 
illegal and even though many have doctor’s recommen- 
dations and many are leaning more to a social 
acceptance, our Federal Neo Conservatives are making it 
difficult for medical cannabis recipients and easier for 
neo liberal or conservative capitalism! 


Pain relievers have been available thru nature for 
generations and we did fine until the USA created a crisis 
and controlled the Drug Trade. People who use heroin, 
opium, cannabis and the like for pain both physical and 
emotional were criminalised and this new category of 
Illicit Drugs were used against people. 


How about we just “forget about it”? 


We should know by now how sick this system is and the 
roots of much of our health care is about “power over” 
and greed: those on top of this class system get better 
care than the mass slaves on the bottom. 


Was honored to be at Queen Sacheen and Joe James 
Crow’s workshop at Camas. It was a packed house and 
we were educated about Ancestral Pride and their work. 
I highly recommend you all go to their web site: 
ancestralpride.ca. 


Like Unist'ot'en Camp (unistotencamp.com), Ancestral 
Pride is standing up against corporate greed, in their case 
a Mining Project that we can support them on. 


According to Sacheen of Ancestral Pride Ahousaht 
Sovereign Territory, “We, as sovereign Indigenous people 
and nations, will continue to protect our waters and lands 
from industrial genocide. Imperial Metals management is 
pursuing destructive mining projects in sensitive, highly 
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valued ecosystems and has not obtained our free prior 
and informed consent for their operations. Imperial 
Metals is not welcome on sovereign Ahousaht territory.” 


I want to share a favorite quote from their page: 


“Indigenous activists are not super human mythical 
indigenous beings who are all knowing and all wise. We 
have problems, we are easily triggered, can be 
dysfunctional, some are addicted to sex, drugs, alcohol, 
and ego. We are the perpetrators of lateral violence as 
we denounce it. We pay rent, work for the man, go 
shopping and partake in mainstream culture more then 
we should. We beat our wives and husbands and 
ourselves there is much we have suffered in our 
generation and this cannot be undone. We want change, 
we aspire to change, and we are the change but we are 
inherently flawed. There is nothing wrong with that, it is 
a human condition and we are products of our enforced 
enslavement and colonization but we have to acknowl- 
edge these things in ourselves and you do in us as well 
so we can really do what has to be done. It does no one 
any greater disservice then to put them on pedestals and 
many a good movement has been waylaid because we 
are all too human and the mutual disappointments have 
caused things to slow to a trickle.” 


Read more at ancestralpride.ca 


Keep in mind we are all messed up in this same colonial 
system, you reading this, anyone born in Canada. Many 
settlers were fleeing fascist dictators and we sadly 
brought the colonial battle here. As much as we have 
pride in making it here: even recent history fled Europe 
in world war two, French turned Acadians came in late 
1600s as just two examples, we have yet to throw off the 
colonial dictatorial skin. 


I was also honored to be present at BCGEU to hear 
“members of the Mi'kmaq Warriors Society who have 
been arrested and incarcerated shared tonight while on 
their speaking tour in January and February to raise 
awareness about their struggle against fracking, their 
ongoing assertion and exercise of nationhood, and the 
repression they face from police and courts. 


“Our warriors are still being mistreated in the system, 
justice for our political prisoners of war.” Suzanne 
Patles, member of the Mi'kmaq Warrior Society.” 


I learned a lot from the two warriors, made my heart lift 
up. What a powerful message of unity. I felt proud to be 
an Acadian of mixed metis descent. Many Acadian and 
other non-native folks were there to support and still sup- 
port this First Nations Defense of land and Life in 
Mi’kmag territory. 


Thank you to the organizers and the crowd who had 
great security culture. When the woman opened her talk, 
she shared that someone asked about the possibility of 
police being in the room. She said something to the 
effect of; “well, we hope they learn from the stories. 
Maybe their hearts can hear and they too can learn.” 


I want to express how powerful a speaker Coady was. 
He opened and shared about how he had been 
criminalised for ten years by the punitive racist colonial 
system as a first nations man. Many like myself who 
have or currently struggle with using “illicit” pain 
relievers for diverse pain needs were moved by his story. 
Many of our homeless family members are stalked by 
police and, as we know, our family members are from 
diverse colonised cultural backgrounds and geographical 
locations. Half are first nations. Some, like Clifford 
Olson, started out on these very streets as a petty thief 
turned Police Informant turned Serial Killer and 
protected in jail to his death. So inspiring to hear of 
more folks oppressed by the prison industrial system and 
police state getting educated and helped out thru 
community building. Coady really spoke from his heart. 


It was an honor. I also learned that night: We can 
support all first nations Land and Life warrior defender 


movements and, since we are drinking the water and 
have children and we want our children to have land to 
grow food and water to drink, we can support Indigenous 
movements as we actually have a duty to do so. We can 
write letters to political prisoners. Offer skills at camps 
defending traditional lands; be present and help in what 
ever way they ask, or, send them money. 


If you would like to support this tour, please get in touch 
with hwalia8 @ gmail.com. 


I decided I will go and help at a local defender camp. I 
believe Unist’ot’en Camp is the closest we can support 
currently, although it sounds like we will soon have many 
to pick from brothers, sisters and all humans standing. 
Now that we have learned Imperial Metals has plans on 
our Island it’s best we get busy with defending our future. 


On another note, Stephanie Lovatt and myself started a 
café based on powerful experiences both of us have had 
over years with coffee houses and for me specifically 
around political events that included a coffee house. 
Stephanie created the name for it on my back porch: 
Break Away Café. 


A big point of connection for me was about providing an 
open space for music from a diverse group of folks in 
support of our homeless family and bringing it to them. I 
wanted community creativity and love around commu- 
nity building, networking and sharing our visions and 
dreams around activism while enjoying diverse music 
and having fun, we work too hard. As the CTEHV was 
starting a campaign based on Social Housing Now and a 
Guaranteed Livable Income Now, I thought the CTEHV 
could kick off our campaign with this timely and well 
needed café idea? Did it ever kick off! We had loads of 
support and the camaraderie was welcomed. 


So, we asked the CTEHV if they were interested in 
supporting and we hosted one at the Cool Aide Society 
Downtown Activity Center. Sadly for us Stephanie was 
very ill. We missed her horribly and many look forward 
to meeting her next time as the host. It turned out we 
pulled it off without her by working together and filling 
the hole. It helped having Art Napoleon and family, 
Renee Macbeth, Alison, Bruce Dean, Derek, Ange and 
Adam as well as Butterfly FX performing! What vibrant 
community spirit! 


I look forward to the possibility of more Break Away 
Café’s and hope to get the support that is needed! If 

people want a café like the one we had, please let me 
know, as we would need more help and commitment. 


The Out Of The Rain shelter ran afterwards and we were 
pleased to have folks from that shelter not only attend 
and perform but also help with set up for us and set 
down for them! 


Social Housing Now and Guaranteed Livable Income 
Now is our CTEHV’s campaign that Break Away Café 
helped to kick off. If you are interested in supporting 
this campaign, we will need help printing our own 
designed leaflets and posters, snack or food donations 
and enough leaflets for a welfare office every month. 


You can attend CTEHV meetings and help out with the 
campaign. You can also sign up your friends for an Anti 
Oppression Workshop that we are currently fine tuning 
and just had our first for the CTEHV members. Please 
join us for meetings Wednesday’s 7pm at Silver Threads 
and once a month at Our Place Chapel (until we find a 
more suitable location downtown). 


I want to end with a call out 
for the YES2SCS campaign, 
(Yes to Safe Consumption 
Sites) which is comprised of 
health care professionals, 
researchers, community 
activists, social workers, and 
individuals committed to 
social justice and public 
health. Please support this 
campaign at www.yes2scs.ca. 


kym hothead hines is a visitor 
in Lkwungen and WASANEC 
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Reflections from 
Israel and Palestine 


by Matthew Legge 


The tones of a Muslim call to prayer reverberate and fade over the hills 
of Bethlehem. The sound seems to make everything all right, spreading 
and protecting all who hear it. I don’t understand the words, yet get a 
powerful sense of the singer’s longing for the Divine. In the Christian 
churches in this little town there are similarly prayerful songs to be heard. 


It is all the more bizarre at night, in my comfortable hotel room, to feel 
positive and secure in the sounds of the call to prayer after having spent 
the day reading stories of horrific Palestinian suffering posted up on a 
26-foot high wall. It makes Bethlehem feel like a large, yet still carefully 
controlled, prison compound. While in Palestine and Israel, my moods 
varied greatly, from desperation and deep sadness to awe and optimism. 
I was feeling what I was witnessing: the plurality of realities people live, 
and the contradictions between them. 


I arrived in the region to the beauty and apparent peace of Jerusalem at 
night. The following morning, as I entered the West Bank and stood for 
the first time near the massive separation wall, covered in messages from 
world travelers and Palestinians alike, its truth did not seep in. I looked at it and 
struggled to get what it meant to live with that thing around your town. I couldn’t quite 
tell, until I glanced up and saw, in a guard tower overhead, a young Israeli soldier (none 
that I saw seemed to be much over 20) pointing what looked like a gun down at me... 


A great deal has already been written about the violence being perpetrated in Israel and 
in Palestine by both sides (though, it must be stressed, in vastly unequal ways and 
proportion). But overt violence was not my direct experience, so I will share what I 
witnessed - more subtle and pervasive forms of subjugation. 


Atriving in Bethlehem, I met a taxi driver, Basem. He told me he had spent over a 
decade working in Jerusalem and had learned to speak good Hebrew. Today he is 
unable to visit the city. It is a few kilometres away, and I, as a foreigner, can go with 
relative ease. To me, it was merely a fascinating place to visit, and I’d been there freely 
that morning, just an hour ago, on the other side of the wall. To Basem, it is the 
cultural, economic, and spiritual centre - a vital part of a vibrant and full life for 
Palestinians from which he is now cut off. 


Basem’s story is similar to dozens of others I would hear during my stay. And, like 
others I spoke with, he was not spewing hate, or even dwelling on his grievances. “Is this 
a good sign, or does it mean he is resigned to his fate?” I wondered. He was certainly not 
shy to tell me what the problems are, but then he was soon laughing with me as he told 
stories in very broken English - funny anecdotes that could happen anywhere. 


Our partner at the Palestinian Centre for Rapprochement between Peoples (more on 
PCR below), George Rishmawi, would later explain to me, “This is not a war zone. It’s 
important that people know that. We are under occupation. This is not chaos - it’s a 
system. Under this system we continue to live our lives and to protest.” 


Other members of PCR that I met echoed how the system of control exerted over 
Palestine is very much a calculated and stable arrangement. This is important to 
understanding. The world needs to know that this is not merely a protracted conflict 
between two warring parties filled with ethnic or religious hatred and with no 








possibilities of reconciliation. Believing this can easily lead to a feeling of apathy, 
which distracts attention from viable options to build a just peace. 


It is a cliché in writing about other cultures to say that everyone is “friendly”. There are 
unfriendly Palestinians and unfriendly Israelis and I would like to grant them their 
space to be so. But it would also be a lie if I said that I met many who were anything 
less than wonderfully welcoming and helpful. 


I am sure that both sides have members so steeped in negative emotions that they do 
wish horrendous things on “the other”. Even in unbelievably difficult living conditions 
like those I witnessed in Hebron, however, this did not seem to me like a majority. 
Rather, it was obvious that people were simply captives of their situations, functioning 
within a system that has lost any semblance of balance or justification. 


In Hebron, I met Waheeb. About two months before my visit, Israeli settlers had 
suddenly arrived on his family’s farm, built a house, and started uprooting his family’s 
olive trees. Waheeb’s family placed a call to Christian Peacemaker Teams for 
international observers to come, document the situation, and bear witness as the family 
replanted their trees. No sooner had a group of us arrived than the settlers called their 
“private security guard” (a man in street clothes with a large gun) and the Israeli 
military. The soldiers began screaming that we could not be there as it was a “conflict 
zone”. The Palestinian farmers stood their ground, responding that they had every right 
to be on their own farm. Eventually the soldiers gave in, the trees were planted, and the 
story documented. But this situation will likely go on and on. 


Waheeb gave me a huge smile when we arrived and thanked us all for coming. He 
looked up at the farm just before dusk and breathed in deeply. He said, “This place is 
beautiful. I like to bring my young daughter here.” She, at age three, was among the 
first members of the fifth generation to live on this plot of land. Looking at the hills and 
olive trees in that oddly silent and peaceful early evening, I got a deep sense of what 
the land means to Waheeb and why he will never simply give it up to the settlers. 


Waheeb’s eyes twinkled and he said in a soft voice, “I don’t know why they hate us. I 
love Jewish people. We just want to make some peace. We don’t want these problems.” 
As we walked back up the hill to the road back to downtown Hebron, one of the Israeli 
soldiers shouted at Waheeb, asking what he was doing with a farming implement that 
he accused him of carrying as a weapon. 


For me as a foreigner, it was unbelievably hard to reconcile feeling so welcomed and 
safe while in Israel with the treatment of Palestinians that I witnessed in various forms 
throughout my stay. Was this simply a case of different individuals behaving 
differently due to their contexts? What systems, both within Israel/Palestine and 
internationally, uphold these injustices? 


Jewish Israelis I spoke with lamented what they saw as Israeli society shutting itself off 
from opposing viewpoints and becoming ever more militarized and ever more fearful. 
There seemed to me to be limited space for careful thought or listening. What does 
security mean to the state of Israel? If such a massive and well-funded military has been 
unable to deliver a feeling of safety, how long will the current trajectory continue? 


At Canadian Friends Service Committee, we hope to help Palestinian narratives about 
nonviolent action reach audiences outside of Palestine. For over a decade we have 
partnered with PCR, supporting a project called the International Middle East Media 
Center (www.imemc.org), a free English language news source. IMEMC tells 
Palestinian stories, focusing in particular on the multitude of nonviolent direct actions 
being taken all the time, often ignored by the media, which distorts understandings 
through a disproportionate focus on violence. 

Matthew Legge is the Coordinator of CFSC's Quaker Peace and Sustainable Communities program. 
Learn more about CFSC at www.quakerservice.ca. Photo, right: Hebron - Area C above the city 


with Waheeb Abu Armila, a 25 year old Palestinian father who grew up on this farm. Above: the 
apartheid wall in Bethlehem. 


Some Food Resources 





AIDS VANCOUVER ISLAND avi.org 713 Johnson St V8W 1M8 250- 
384-2366 Tuesday dinners for illicit drug users; every 2nd Tues women only: 4 pm 


ALLIANCE CLUB (Victoria Youth Empowerment Society) www.vyes.ca 250-383-3514 
533 Yates St. Youth (13-19) only, coffee & snacks, Mon-Thurs Dinner 5 pm 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY www.anawimhouse.com 250-382-0283 
973 Caledonia Street V8T 1E7, 19+, laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited 
housing spaces. Signup at 11 am for lunch M-F; 2 pm for 5 pm dinner Weds & Fris. 


BLANSHARD COMMUNITY CENTRE www.blanshardcc.com 250-388-7696 
901 Kings Rd. V8T 1W5, Family friendly Thurs lunch @ noon ($3 adult, $1 child) 
BURNSIDE GORGE COMMUNITY CENTRE www.burnsidegorge.ca 250.388.5251 
471 Cecelia Rd. V8T 4T4, Families only dinner Thurs 5 pm. Free or by donation. 


CARTS www.cartsvictoria.ca Sundays 4:30-6:30 Snacks €: hot chocolate, starts O 
Queens Manor, to Centennial Square 


FIRST MET CHURCH firstmetvictoria.com 250-388.5188 932 Balmoral, V8T 1A8 
Friday before cheque issue dinner @ 5:00 (not in July, Aug, Dec) 


FOOD NOT BOMBS www.facebook.com/groups/46722105836 250-383-5144, # 1940 
Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) Family friendly vegan Sundays, 3:30ish 


GORDON UNITED CHURCH 935 Goldstream Dinner every second Monday, 6 pm 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL CENTRE  jamesbaycentre.ca 250-389-1470 
140 Oswego St, V8V 2B1 Seniors dinners Tues & Thurs @ 5 pm, Family Friendly 
Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month. Purchase Tics in advance. 


LIVING EDGE FOOD DISTRIBUTION _livingedgecommunity.com 250-383-8915 
950 Kings Rd V8G 517 Food Distr 10:-30-11:30 Tues & Thurs; Dinner 4:30 Sundays 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 250-953-1575 

625 Queens St. V8T 1L9 Drive-By Cafe Van (wraps, snacks @ Douglas, Yates) 4th 
Mondays 6-8 pm; Dinner Fri & Sat @ 7 pm; Adults only dinner 2 Sundays/month @ 4 
pm, Reservations required 


OUR PLACE ourplacesociety.com 250-388-7112 919 Pandora Ave V8V 3P4. 19+ 
Drop in centre (Mon - Fri 7am - 5pm, Sun 11:30-4 pm) w/computers, special projects. 
Meals Mon-Fri: Breaky 7-8 AM, Lunch 11:30-12:30; Dinner 4-5 PM. Sun Lunch 11:30. 


PEERS #1, 744 Fairview Rd., Esquimalt - Wednesday lunch 1 pm, sex workers only. 
QUADRA VILLAGE COMMUNITY CTR 901 Kings Rd. Weds lunch $3 adult, $1 child 


RAINBOW KITCHEN www.rainbowkitchen.ca 250-384-2069 
500 Admirals Rd. VIA 2N4 Lunch M-F 612 - 1 pm. Families welcome 


ROCK BAY LANDING www.coolaid.org 250-383-1951 535 Ellice St. 
50 meals for non-residents Mon & Sat, Tics @ 3:30, Dinner @ 4:00 pm 


SALVATION ARMY ` www.salvationarmycfs.com/index.php/general/34-saarc 
525 Johnson St. V8W 1M2 250-384-3396 Family friendly lunch M, W, F, Sun @ 12- 
12:45. Coffee/snacks Tues 10-11:30, Thurs 1-2:30 


SAANICH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLACE wwwsaanichneighbourhoodplace.com 250-360-1148 
3100 Tillicum Rd. VIA 6T2 Family friendly dinner most Weds @ 5 pm. Register, $5. 


SAINT ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL standrewscathedral.com (250) 388-5571 
740 View St. Family friendly Soup Kitchen Breakfast 8-10 am M-F 


SAINT PETER’S CHURCH 3939 St. Peter Road. 11 am lunch third Saturday each mth. 


SAINT STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 7921 St. Stephen's Rd (off Mt Newton X Rd) 
Friday lunch 12 noon 


SANCTUARY YOUTH CENTRE www.sanctuaryyouth.org 250-385-6255 
767 Humboldt V8W 3G6 Dinner closed until further notice 


SANDY MERRIMAN HOUSE www.coolaid.org 250-480-1408 809 Burdett Ave, 
V8W1B3 19+Women & Women Identified lunch M-F 11:30-2 pm; 11:30 Sundays 


THE SOUP KITCHEN (@ Our Place, 919 Pandora) Breakfast M-F 8:30-10:00, families 
TAILGATE GRILL Wharf St. Whale Wall, burgers 2nd & 4th Sun @ 3 pm 


Family Friendly Pancake Breakfast Club 


First Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Kirk Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8:00-9:00 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Kirk Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8:15-9:15 am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8:30-9:30 am 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8:30-9:30 am 

Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew's Kirk Hall, 8:15-9:15 am 


Sidney Soup Social Community Lunch 
Family friendly, 11:30-1:00 pm; free or by donation, everyone welcome 
ST. ELIZABETH’S CHURCH Tuesdays - 10030Third St. spparish.com, 250-656-7433 
ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH Wednesdays - 9691 Fourth St. 
ST. ELIZABETH’S CHURCH Thursdays - 10030 Third St. spparish.com, 250-656-7433 
PEACE LUTHERAN Saturdays - 2295 Weiler Ave peacesidney.ca, 250-656-2721 

Salt Spring Community Brunch 
268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. Brunch Tuesdays 9:30-noon, everyone welcome 
Meals in Sooke 


SOOKE BAPTIST CHURCH  sookebaptist.com 250-642-3424 
7110 West Coast Rd., V9Z 0S1 Mon & Wed: Breakfast 7:30-9 am 


HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH holytrinitysookebc.org 250-642-3172 
1952 Murray Rd, V9Z 1H5 Fridays: Vital Vittles Lunch 11:30-1 pm 


SOOKE SENIORS DROP IN CENTRE www.sooke.org/sookeseniors 250-642-6898 
6689 Sooke Rd (55+) Mon, Tues, Thurs: Low-cost lunch for seniors 11 am 


For updates and more visit 


orakoli- 


a Food Banks 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 250-474-4443 761 Station Ave, V9B 2S1 

Required: Picture ID for person collecting. ID for all family members being collected 

for. Care Cards required for children. Proof of residence in Western Communities (mail, 
utility bill etc.) Hours: Tues and Wed. 10:00am-2:30pm. Open first 3 weeks of each month. 
Quantity: Based on family size. Availability: Once per month. 


LIVING EDGE livingedgecommunity.com 250-383-8915 950 Kings Rd V8G 5T7 
Tuesday and Thursday only: 10:30-11:30am - food distribution 


MUSTARD SEED 250-953-1575 625 Queens Ave mustardseed.ca/ministries/foodbank 
Required: Picture ID for person collecting. ID for all members of family being collected 
for. Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. 9:00am-2:00pm. Closed on Wednesdays and the week 
after lA cheques issued. Quantity: Based on family size. Hampers also available for clients 
without cooking facilities. Availability: Once per month. 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 250-382-0712 828View St. svdpvictoria.com 
Required: ID for person collecting, and ID for all family members being collected for. Care 
Cards required for children. Monday-Friday. 8:30am-12 pm, 1 pm-4:00pm. Hampers also 
available for clients without cooking facilities. Availability: Once every 30 days. 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE EMERGENCY FOOD SERVICE 250-383-7169 1611 Quadra St. 
www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca No ID necessary, everyone welcome. Hours: Tues and Fri. 
10:00am-12:00pm. Closed the week after IA cheques issued. Quantity: Single or family 
sized. Availability: Once per month. 


SALT SPRING ISLAND FOOD BANK 250-537-9971 268 Fulford-Ganges Rd. 
www.saltspringcommunityservices.ca/foodbank/index.htm 

No ID necessary, everyone welcome. Tuesdays. 10:30am-4:00pm. Quantity: Relative to 
need, preference and family size. Availability: Once per week and on an emergency basis. 


SIDNEY LIONS FOOD BANK 250-655-0679 9586 Fifth St. sidneyfoodbank.com 
Required: Picture ID for person collecting, ID for all family members being collected for. 
Proof of residence (any mail with Peninsula address). Cloth bags to carry food, if possible. 
Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri. 9:00am-12:00pm. Closed the last week of the month. Quantity: 
Based on family size. Availability: Once per month. 


SOOKE FOOD BANK 250-642-7666 2037 Shields Rd., across from Mom's Cafe. 
www.sookeregionresources.com/resource/sooke-food-bank-society Picture ID required 
for person collecting, and for all family members being collected for. Care Cards required 
for children. Proof of residence in Sooke. Hours: First 3 Thursdays of each month. 9:30am- 
3:00pm. Quantity: Based on family size. Availability: Once per month. 


Some Housing Resources 


No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 


Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 250-384-3396 
Rock Bay Landing (formerly Street Link) 535 Ellice St. Phone: 250-383-1951 
Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 250-480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 250-213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 250-812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 250-386-8282 

Hill House - Women with children 250-479-3963 

Sooke Transition House 250-642-2591 Women with or without children 
Vic. Women's Transition House 250-385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 
Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 250-384-8058 Women & kids 
Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 250-382-1004 
Margaret Laurence House 250-995-0058 Women &kids escaping abuse 
Low Cost Monthly Rentals 

Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 250-381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 250-386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 250-385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 250-383-4157 

Ocean Island Backpackers - 791 Pandora Avenue 250-385-1788 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 250-386-4471 

Vic. Human Exchange Soc. 361- 2762, 1-800-691-9366, www.humanx.org 
Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 250-708-2064 


Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 948 View St., 250-383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 250-727-3544 

AIDS Van Island: 713 Johnson St, 3rd Flr, 250-384-2366 ext 2268; AVI Nx 250-896-2849 

BC Utilities Commission (if gas or electricity's shut off where kids live) - 1-800-663-1385 
Coalition Against Poverty - vcapvictoria.wordpress.com 

Committee to End Homelessness - committeetoendhomelessnessvictoria.wordpress.com, 
250 480 4854 or alisonacker@shaw.ca 

Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 250-385-1466 Cool-Aid Phone Service ($5/mth plus HST): 250-383-1977 
Credit Counselling - 250-477-9998 HomelessNation.org - online community 
Foundation of Support-Recovery for Men: foundationhousevictoria.blogspot.ca, 250-480-1342 
Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 

Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med. Review, Alt Health - 250-386-5100, lallicareclinic.ca 
Lifering Secular Recovery - (250) 382-1004, www.liferingcanada.org or www.lifering.org (usa) 
Men's Trauma Centre: 250-381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 250-480-1232 

Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 250-388-5325 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 250-595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 250-384-3396 

Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advice; 250-360-1068 to be an advocate 

Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 

Harm Reduction - harmreductionvictoria.ca, harmlessvictoria.blogspot.com (students) 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #302-895 Fort St 361-3521 

Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 156 

Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 250-213-4444 

Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 250-480-1342 

Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. 250-386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 

Vancouver Island Crisis Line: 1-888-494-3888 (all ages); www.youthspace.ca 
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